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Support Legislation to End Discriminatory Health Insurance Cost Structures & Reject the Cost-Shifting for Specialty Prescription Medicine

On behalf of all the people living with Arthritis, the Arthritis Foundation is initiating a Call to Action to urge our Georgia policymakers to introduce and support legislation that would end the discriminatory health insurance cost structures that shift an increasingly higher amount of prescription medicine costs to patients. A growing number of insurers are requiring patients to pay higher out-of-pocket costs in the form of co-insurance rather than a fixed amount, for the most necessary, innovative and expensive medicines. Oral, infused and injectable arthritis medicines may now be placed on what insurers call “specialty tiers” where the co-insurance can be as high as 33 percent of the total cost of the medication. This unfair practice results in excessive out of pocket expenses for the most vulnerable patients. 

As Arthritis and other chronic disease patients, as family members and supporters of those impacted, we call on our Georgia Insurance Commissioner to end this discriminatory insurance practice. We also ask our Georgia legislators to prohibit insurance companies from imposing “specialty tiers” and to adapt legislative language and policy that prevents any insurer from imposing cost-sharing practices that seek to limit or lower patient utilization of life-saving medical treatments. 

Specialty Tiers formulary practices:

· Generates an unjustified financial hardship on the most vulnerable patients impeding healthy patient outcomes.

· Allows insurance companies to charge patients a 20% - 33% increase in co-pays for these medicines.

· Creates a barrier to the patient-doctor relationship in determining and receiving proper treatment.

· Denies patients full access to medications due to excessive cost, placing patients in medical jeopardy.

· Demonstrates an extraordinary disparity in health care and coinsurance delivery.

· Stands in contrast to the purpose of health insurance as it exposes patients to the high cost of medical care.  

· Must be prohibited through the office of our Georgia Insurance Commissioner and through our Georgia elected officials enforcing a ‘patient protected’ legislative policy.

The risk of not taking prescribed medications due to cost concerns may lead to an increase in physician and emergency room visits as well as increased lost work days and absenteeism, resulting in an increase in total cost of care and decreasing overall health of Georgia patients. With approximately 1 in 4 adults with arthritis and 9,200 children living with this condition in Georgia, the state can’t afford to deny patient access to physician-prescribed treatment.
We stand united in ending co-insurance “specialty tiers” and insurance practices that prevent the citizens of Georgia full access to specialty medications that improve their duration and quality of life.
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